Instructions for Making Snowflakes

· Use the thinnest, strongest paper you can obtain. This example is translucent onion skin. Tracing paper or thin vellum will work well, too.

· Fold short side of your sheet toward long side, using a corner as the center. 

· Mark where short side touches long, and cut off that much of the end to make a square. (If you're working with an 8-1/2 x 11 sheet, the cutoff will be 8-1/2 x 2-1/2.)

· Fold sheet in half to make a rectangle. Crease the fold.

· Find center of fold and pinch it, making a tiny crease.

· Holding crease, grab an end. Fold down toward left, estimating 1/3 from center. Repeat with other side, folding toward right to make a triangle. You will have to play with this to get it completely even.

· From the point, fold triangle lengthwise in half. Check for uneven areas and refold. When it's right, crease all folds.

· Trim the uneven ends.

· Decide if striking geometric shapes or charming curved shapes will define your snowflake, then be consistent when cutting. 

· Cut in from both sides and from the top, creating your most imaginative shapes! The top end and the center can be especially adventurous areas.

· Carefully unfold. You can refold if you want to make additional cuts, or if you wish to reshape an existing cut. 

· When satisfied, gently smooth creases.

· If using good quality paper, you can even lightly iron it on low heat, using a smooth, thin, white cloth over the snowflake to protect it.

· Mount vertically with bits of tape on the top three of its six points or sides to fully support it. (Beware condensation if mounting on windows.) Or use in other crafts, on Christmas cards, etc.

